
Family
Bible Reading

2018
Highlights of the Old Testament



A God given responsibility
Reading the Bible with our kids is a really important part of our God 
given responsibility as Christian parents. Proverbs 22:6 reminds us to 
“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will 
not depart from it”. Reading the Bible together as a family is even 
better, because in doing so we can “encourage one another and 
build each other up” (1 Thessalonians 5:11). By regularly reading the 
Bible together as a family, the faith of the family is not hidden in the 
Sunday cupboard, rather is out on the dinner table! This encourages 
open discussion of faith, and sends a clear signal to our kids about the 
importance and relevance of the Bible to everyday life. 

But actually doing it isn’t very easy! Busyness, fear, and family 
distractions do a pretty good job of making sure that it rarely occurs! So 
at Macquarie Anglican, we aim to support each other as we attempt 
to regularly bring Family Bible Reading into our homes. We do this by 
reading something together, and regularly sharing what we are 
learning with the rest of the church family (through our Sunday 
Services). We hope your family can join us!

Highlights of the Old Testament
This year our Family Bible readings will give us the Highlights of the Old 
Testament. We’ve broken the Old Testament up into 10 topics (i.e. one 
for each month from Feb – Nov), then chosen 4 passage from each of 
those topics (i.e. one for each week of each month). Our 
congregation will be following this same pattern for their continuing 
bible reading, so what you have read as a family each week will be 
reinforced in church on Sundays. Additionally, our school holiday 
sermons will consider the relevance of each of the 10 topic areas to 
the bigger bible story. 

To get the most out of reading the Bible together as a family, we 
recommend you use a study guide. In preparing this series we found 
the 10 minute family devotions in “Long Story Short” by Marty 
Machowski to be an excellent resource. We’ve aligned our readings to 
various “weeks” in his study guide. Each week has 5 possible days 
worth of devotions – you can choose to do 1, 2 or more of these in a 
week depending on your family’s circumstances and enthusiasm! If 
you only plan to do 1 each week, perhaps skim them all and pick the 
most helpful one! “Bible Bites” by Ladene Lindsay is a good alternative 
study guide. 



4 easy steps to Family Bible Reading 
• TIME: Pick a weekly time (10 mins) to read the Bible together as a 

family! Be realistic! (i.e. Monday over Dinner, Sunday after Lunch, 
Tuesday over Breakfast). Choosing a regular time and sticking to it 
(no matter how crazy life is at that moment, or how unprepared 
you feel) is better than waiting for the ideal moment (which will 
never come J) 

• BIBLE: Use a Bible that will suit your family! If you have young 
children perhaps use a picture Bible such as The Beginners Bible or 
The Big Picture Bible. If your children are primary age perhaps 
consider using The Jesus Storybook Bible or The Gospel Story Bible. A 
normal full text Bible is also perfectly fine! We’ve included a table 
with page references each week for all these various Bibles. Quick 
reference bookmarks are also available. 

• DISCUSS: Use the devotions in Long Story Short or Bible Bites to 
further explore/discuss the topic. Alternately there are 3 questions 
on the quick reference bookmarks that could be asked to promote 
discussion each week. 

• PRAY: Pray together about what you read! 

That's it! Give it a go!

Recommended Devotionals

Recommended Picture Bibles
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